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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The two information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 06/06/2005 and 
01/28/2004 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Itoh (US 
2001/0021037 A1). 

5. Regarding claim 1 , Itoh teaches a network scanner device for transmitting 
image data through networks (abstract, pg. 1, par. 0015-0016) comprising: 

a reading section for scanning a document to obtain image data (abstract, pg. 1 , par. 
0018), 
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a first setting section for setting up a recipient address to which the image data is to be 
transmitted (pg. 1, par. 0019), 

a second setting section for setting up a sender address representing a sender in place 
of a sending station address specifying the device (pg. 1, par. 0020, fig. 10- where IP 
address is the address of the sender instead of the sending location address), and . 
a transmission control section for carrying out control for adding to the image data the 
sender address set by the second setting section (pg. 1 , par. 0017, pg. 6, par. 0146, fig. 
10, pg. 5, par. 0111) and transmitting the image data to the recipient address set by the 
first setting section (pg. 1, par. 0022). 

6. Regarding claim 2, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 

1 , further comprising a one-touch setting section (pg. 1 , par. 0021 ) for setting up the 
recipient address and the sender address simultaneously (pg. 1 , par. 0021, pg. 2, par. 
0050). 

7. Regarding claim 3, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 

2, wherein the one-touch setting section (pg. 1 , par. 0021 ) carries out setting of the 
recipient address and the sender address, in accordance with instructions by the sender 
(pg. 2, par. 0050). 

8. Regarding claim 4, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
2, further comprising a display section that is capable of displaying information including 
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the recipient address and the sender address (fig. 1, pg. 2, par. 0049, pg. 3, par. 0070, 
pg. 6, par. 0146). 

9. Regarding claim 5, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
1 , further comprising a storage section in which candidates of recipient addresses 
associated with each sender address are stored (pg. 3, par. 0074), wherein, on setting 
of the sender address, the recipient address is chosen from candidates of recipient 
addresses associated with the sender address (fig. 10, pg. 6, par. 0146). 

10. Regarding claim 6, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising a storage section in which sender addresses associated with IDs 
representing users are stored (pg. 2, par. 0054), wherein the sender address is 
automatically set up in accordance with an inputted ID (pg. 3, par. 0073). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 7, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
6, further comprising an ID input prompting section for making a display that prompts 
input of an ID representing a user, as a condition for start of operations of the device 
(fig. 1 , pg. 2, par. 0049, pg. 3, par. 0073). 
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12. Regarding claim 8, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
1 , further comprising an operation panel by which information including the recipient 
address and the sender address is inputted or chosen (abstract, pg. 1, par. 0019). 

13. Regarding claim 9, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein information including the recipient address and the sender address can be 
inputted through networks (pg. 1 , par. 0055). 

14. Regarding claim 10, Itoh teaches a network scanner device as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the sending station address specifying the device is included in contents of a 
text of mail to which the image data is added (pg. 5, par. 0132). 

15. Regarding claim 11, Itoh teaches a network scanner device for transmitting 
image data through networks (abstract, pg. 1, par. 0015-0016), comprising: 
image memory in which image data is stored (fig. 2, pg. 2, par. 0056), 

a first setting section for setting up a recipient address to which the image data is to be 
transmitted (pg. 1, par. 0019), 

a second setting section for setting up a sender address representing a sender in place 
of a sending station address specifying the device (pg. 1, par. 0020, pg. 6, par. 0146, 
fig. 10 - where IP address is the address of the sender instead of the sending location 
address), and 

a transmission control section for carrying out control for adding to the image data the 
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sender address set by the second setting section (pg. 1, par. 0017, pg. 6, par. 0146, fig. 
10, pg. 5, par. 01 1 1) and transmitting the image data to the recipient address set by the 
first setting section (pg. 1 , par. 0022). 

16. Regarding claim 12, Itoh teaches an image data transmitting method of a 
network scanner device (abstract, pg. 1, par. 0015-0016) which attaches image data to 
electronic mail and transmits the image data through networks (pg. 1, par. 0112-0113), 
comprising steps of: 

scanning a document and obtaining the image data (pg. 1 , par. 0002), 

setting a recipient address to which the image data is to be transmitted (pg. 1, par. 

0019), 

setting a sender address representing a sender, in place of a sending station address 
specifying the device (pg. 1, par. 0020, pg. 6, par. 0146, fig. 10 - where IP address is 
the address of the sender instead of the sending location address), and 
adding the set sender address to the image data and transmitting the image data to the 
set recipient address through the networks (pg. 1, par. 01 12-01 13, pg. 7, par. 0174, pg. 
5, par. 0111). 

17. Regarding claim 13, Itoh teaches an image data transmitting method as claimed 
in Claim 12, wherein the step of scanning a document and obtaining image data (pg. 1 , 
par. 0015), the step of setting the recipient address to which the image data is to be 
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transmitted (pg. 1, par. 0019), and the step of setting the sender address representing 
the sender in place of the sending station address specifying the device are carried out 
in an altered sequence (pg. 1, par. 0020, pg. 4, par. 0090, pg.7, par. 0164). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lo et al. (US 5,91 1,044) teach a network image scanning system 
which transmits image information from a scanner over a network to a client computer. 
Itoh (US 7,024,486) teaches system for directly transmitting an image data signal from a 
scanner device to a computer terminal via a network without using a server. Hou et al 
(US 6,710,893) teach automated system and method of testing a facsimile machine. 
Phan (US 7,292,271) teaches soft labels for mep panel display. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Umar Cheema whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3037. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on 571-272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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